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he Indian social sce-

nario is rapidly chang-

ing due to the influence
of technology, humanitarian
activities and newer mission
movements. There are sev-
eral charitable non-Christian
NGOs working in our context
with humanitarian projects.
Christian missions are not the
only ones that engage in the
society to change or transform
it.

The question here is, ‘How
does the Christian Mission
engagement differ from the
social engagement of non-
Christians? What makes the
Christian  mission  unique?
Chiefly, it is our vision of
God, to say more vividly, it is
the vision of the triune God.
This stands as the inspiration
behind all the activities of
Christian Missions. Aubrey
Malphurs says, “Vision is cru-
cial to any ministry, ministry
without vision is like a surgeon
without a scalpel, a cowboy
who has lost his home, a car-
penter with a broken harmer”.
Therefore, the “vision” of the
triune God is the fountainhead
of all our programs, projects
and humanitarian activities as
well as the driving force be-
hind all the Christian commit-
ments. The activities with vi-
sion of triune God can totally
and radically bring changes in

individuals and societies. This
transforming attempt can be
referred as transformational
mission.

In the postmodern era,
according to Ajith Fernado,
people are depersonalized be-
cause of its bondage to ratio-
nal and scientific principles.
Here the emphasis is more on
subjective aspects of life, that
is to say, ‘my feelings’, my
preference etc. Today’s gen-
eration is uncomfortable with
principles outside themselves
governing their decisions and
behavior; therefore, people
are trapped by self-centered-
ness. At this juncture, a person
or an organization must have a
clear vision of God, in order to
become as an agent of trans-
formation. Absence of this vi-
sion makes everything mere
programs or projects which
may reform, but, never trans-
form.

Sherwood G. Lingenfel-
ter says, “Transformation is
neither bridging from one
system to another, nor trans-
ferring a ‘Christian’ system
to another place and people.
Rather transformation means
a new hermeneutic-a redefi-
nition, a reintegration of the
lives of God’s people within
the system in which they find
themselves living and work-
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visions of the Triune God
for the Transiormational Mission

ing”. It is true when one be-
gins to see transformation as
completely God’s work, only
God can do that, a radical
inside out change, not some
adjustments or mask-oriented
appearance, humans do that,
but when God transforms, he
does not do some adjustments
but brings a total change in
which transformation impacts
individuals and communities
to integrate themselves within
their structure. Paul Hebert
rightly observes that, “every
culture and every person must
change in the light of a new
perspective-Jesus Christ, cru-
cified, risen, and exalted. Je-
sus did not come to save cul-
tures, but people, and he came
to transform them into his
likeness.” In Pauline language
this is the process of being
the “new creation’. It is a new
creation for the whole society
where the life of an individual
is integrated to structures like
cultures, religions and ideolo-
gies. In the process of person-
al transformation these struc-
tures are also transformed,
in other words; it is the total
transformation of the total life
of the community.

The statement of Fanai
Krangkhuma is remarkable,
“Our triune God is the God of
Mission. The ultimate purpose
of His mission is to bring all
things in heaven and on earth
together under one head, even
Christ (Eph.1:11).” If mission
is not from the clear vision of
the triune God, they remain
simply as human efforts to
bring about some cosmetic
changes in society which will
never cost us anything signifi-
cant. Roger E. Hudlund says,
“Transformed churches begin
to transform their communi-
ties. God’s agenda includes
the physical and social as well
as the spiritual restoration
of humankind. God is con-
cerned for the whole person
and whole community.” The
clear visions of triune God is
crucial to have an authentic
transformational mission be-
cause this vision is the driving
force behind our all our mis-
sion and activities. Moreover,
this vision of God would bring
a total solidarity and identifi-
cation with the aspirations of
the people especially the poor
and oppressed in our society
or community.

The Visions of Triune God
1. The agonizing God

God is the God of libera-
tion. The liberative act of God

for the Israelites from Egypt
is significant. It is generally

Thomas Philip

held that the most signifi-
cant historical liberation that
has inspired many liberation
movements and theologies is
the exodus event in the Mo-
saic age. K.C. Abraham states,
“...the living God in the Bible
is a liberator God, the God of
the Exodus experience. Lib-
eration Theology, particularly
of Latin America, was devel-
oped on the basis of biblical
insights and the experiences
of new ecclesial communities
of poor Christians.” Behind
the Exodus liberation event, a
clear picture of an agonizing
God is seen (Exo. 3:1-10).

A holy invisible, eternal
God at the ground level speak-
ing to Moses! The suffering of
Israel, their bondage, misery,
suffering, exploitation, ma-
nipulation, violence and op-
pression brought him down
to the ground level. He knew
their plight and it moved him,
it stirred his heart, it moved
his will so he came down.
This is an amazing revelation
of God’s nature and charac-
ter. Walter C. Kaiser Jr. says,
“Mission points to a central
action; the act of being sent
with a commission to carry out
the will of a superior. It is God
who commissions and sends.”
From the exodus event, it is
obvious that God desires an
intimacy in communion and
relationship, not suffering or
oppression, not fear, death and
decay. When such happens it
really hurts God. It is this ag-
onizing God who called out,
commissioned, and sent out
Moses. He saw the vision of
an agonizing God and restless
God.

The biblical picture of God
shows, He is not a God un-
touched by the needs and suf-
fering of his people. Not one
who remains unconcerned by
injustice, exploitation, ethnic
cleansing, poverty, even the
injustice faced by humans hurt
God. Moses had this vision of
God’s immutable character, he
yielded to the decisive vision
and took God’s pain as his and
moved with God’s mission.

The vision of God changed
him to love the people of Isra-
el who suffered under Pharaoh
and served them sacrificially.
God is concerned about all his
creations, not just some select
people. His compassion en-
compasses the whole creation
and the entire humanity. Be-
hind the entire mission that is
being carried out in the societ-
ies we should see the vision of
a God whose heart is broken
by our sins and its cruel con-
sequences! Having this vision
of God would lead men and
women to a holistic transfor-
mation.

2. The Grieving God

The second vision is that
of the incarnated son of God
in the human form. In Jesus
Christ the agony and compas-
sion of God is embodied in
human nature. It means the
real solidarity of compassion
and agony in one person. This
can be called the interior of
Christology.

1. Solidarity: “Jesus wept”,
John 11:35.The tears of Jesus
were virtually those of incar-
nate deity; they were faithful
and expressive translations
of Divine emotions into hu-
man language, and revelation
of the divine in the human.
His solidarity was practical.
This verse reveals so much
about the nature of God and
his concern for human beings.
Moreover, it conveys a pro-
found meaning, the unique-
ness of Jesus Christ whose
vision is crucial for all our
transformational missions. Je-
sus intensively identified with
those bereaved sisters in their
deepest sorrow, participated
in the depth of their agony
and anguish, wept with them.
This brings the picture of God
who participates in the suf-
ferings and sorrows. His soli-
darity with the bereaved sis-
ters moved him to action. He
raised the dead man and com-
forted the bereaved sisters.

2. Sympathy: A helpless
widow whose future was so
bleak, *“his heart went out to
her and comforted her” Lk.
7:11-13. He had compassion
on this miserable widow.
When the comfort of others
plays on the surface; Jesus’
comfort reaches into the hid-
den place, the hidden cause of
all troubles. Jesus was moved
to the depths of his heart and
turned his sympathy into a
visible reality; he restored the
dead young man alive to his
helpless mother. .

(to be continued)
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US  President Barack
Obama has hosted his final
musical event at the White
House, saying he felt a “bit of
bittersweetness” at the culmi-
nation of one of his and First
Lady Michelle Obama’s “fa-
vorite” traditions.

Obama and his wife Mi-
chelle began the annual event

musical event at White House
W - _.

eight years ago to celebrate
music that has helped shape
the US.

Recalling past perfor-
mances by legendary musi-
cians, Obama said it was no
secret that he and Michelle
loved music and tried to share
their passion with the rest of
the country.

EUROPE

Titanic locker key sold for £83,000 at auction

A key which opened a
life-jacket locker on the
Titanic has been sold for
£85,000. It was among 200
items from the liner sold at
an auction in Devizes. The
key had been predicted to
fetch up to £50,000.

Auctioneer Andrew Al-
dridge said the amount the

QO

key finally sold for "reflected
its importance and unique na-
ture". A postcard sent by the
ship's "heroic" chief wireless
operator sold for £19,000.
The locker key had belonged
to third-class steward Sidney
Sedunary, from Berkshire,
whoperished when the Titan-
ic went down in April 1912,
after hitting an iceberg.

y @ AsA
Junko Tahel, first woman
to climb Everest, dies at 77

Japanese media reports
have said that the first woman
to climb Mount Everest has
died.

Junko Tabei died on
Thursday of cancer at a hospi-
tal outside of Tokyo, accord-
ing to the reports. She was 77.

Tabei reached the summit
of the world’s highest moun-
tain in 1975. In 1992, she
also became the first woman

1

to complete the “Seven Sum-
mits,” reaching the highest
peaks of the seven continents.

She gained world fame af-
ter the Everest feat, but played
it down, telling Sports Illus-
trated in a 1996 profile- “I was
the 36th person to climb Ever-
est.”

Japan’s Kyodo News agen-

cy said that Tabei scaled peaks
in more than 60 countries.

Artists come together with giant paintings

to celehrate Nelson Mandela's birthday

Artist John Adams said
his portrait of Mandela at 4.8
X 4.5 meters (16 x 15 feet) is
the largest that exists of the
anti-apartheid leader. The
38-year-old, who painted
the portrait at his childhood
home in the Johannesburg
suburb of Bosmont, said
Mandela inspired him as a
young artist.”

The moment he was re-
leased schools were opened
to everybody,” said Adams,
who is of mixed race and
got new educational op-
portunities with the end of
apartheid. Adams’ painting
features Mandela waving
with the African continent
in the palm of his hand,as
people in the background
cheer the former president’s
contributions. It will also
include some of Mandela’s
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famous words. The painting
will be exhibited at Johan-
nesburg’s concert arena,the
Coca-Cola Dome,from July
24 to 27 and then will be
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auctioned to raise funds for
South African charities for
abused children,the Teddy
Bear Clinic and Sunlight
Safe House.
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MATRIMONIAL

PENTECOSTAL PARENTS IN-
VITES MARRIAGE PROPOS-
AL FOR THEIR DAUGHTER
(WIDOW - NO CHILDREN), - 35
YEARS 5’-3” FARE & BEAUTI-
FUL WORKING NURSE IN SAU-
DI MINISTRY. PREFER PENTE-
COST GROOM, HANDSOME
FROM REPUTED FAMILY. AGE
BETWEEN 35-39 -5’-4” TO 6’-
QUALIFIED & WORKING. AC-
CEPT WIDOWER WITH CHIL-
DREN, BUT NOT DIVORCED.
CONTACT: INDIA: 9446756030,
9594904034.
USA:+1-407-232-3876
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Email: sunny53joseph@gmail.com
Phone: +91 9958256002.
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